SEC524 
“Must-See” Teacher List for Fall Quarter 2010
The following secondary school teachers have agreed to allow visitors to their classrooms. These teachers use communicative language teaching techniques to a greater degree than do traditional, English-dominant instructors.  Many of these teachers are SEC524 alumni.

Each school has its own preferred way of handling visitors; some allow you to deal directly with the teacher, while others prefer that you contact the main office or the department chair to ask permission. I suggest you contact the teacher and ask permission to visit, and ask for how their school prefers that you arrange a visit. Don’t be shy about contacting institutions; schools are very used to student observers. It’s part of their investment in the development of future teachers. 

Note: all teachers on this list represent the best in Chicago and suburbs, and are very busy people. Not all of them will be free to accept visitors all of the time; if they don't reply right away to your initial query, let it go and try someone else.  Be polite and be grateful when they do allow you to observe. Follow up with a thank you note to the teacher and to the principal if you liked what you saw. It will be much appreciated. 

Also note: I do my best to update this contact list quarterly; if you find an error, or find out that a teacher has left a position, please let me know asap. And, if you observe a teacher whom you highly recommend who is not on this list, let me know that as well. Thanks!

Jodi Cusick-Acosta   lapelirroja@sbcglobal.net
Vernon Hills High School (Spanish). Jodi usually teaches Spanish II and up, and she is skilled at teaching full immersion Spanish from first through fourth years. She also is very creative with integrating literature, art and music.  See her for a great upper-level experience. Try to see her and Bob Wilson on the same day. 

José Felipe Acosta  jacosta@d113.lake.k12.il.us
Highland Park High School (Spanish). Outstanding; one of the best teachers you’ll ever see. 

Marjorie Appel at West Chicago Community High School. “She uses complete immersion and has a way of making beginning students understand. She also uses a lot of authentic materials at beginning levels. Her contact info is 630-876-6380”. I highly recommend her for any language! 
Terri Strohm is also an excellent German Teacher at WC. Her info is 630-876-6387. She also uses immersion and uses some TPR. (Recommended by Julia Graney, Wtr. 07).

Sara Bass at Wheaton Warrenville South.  sbass@cusd200.org (630) 784-7273. As per Erica Mugnaini (Wtr 07): Sara is very into CLT. She's a grad from UIC and apparently she was formally instructed on CLT methodologies and she has been helping other teachers in her department to learn about it. I only saw her for one period so I'm not sure how the class is all the time, but she taught her Spanish 1 class almost exclusively in Spanish, she had great participation, and did awesome input activities. See also, Angelica Sarmiento and Leslie Bower. 

Beth Benoit    BethABenoit@aol.com
Beth is a recent 524er but experienced teacher who absolutely gets CLT. She is at Jacobs High School in Algonquin. Try to see her if you can; you won’t be sorry for the long trip out there. 

Sarah Bien (Chinese--starting Fall 07) Lyons Township High School, LaGrange, Illinois.

Sarah is a former 524 student who has teaching experience at all levels. She’s excellent; see her if you can. sbien@lths.net
Emily Bishop ebishop@ncusd203.org
Emily gets rave reviews from 524 observers. She teaches at Naperville North High School; see her if you can, she’s delightful.

Robert Blease  rblease@northsideprep.org Robert teaches Spanish at Northside College Prep in Chicago along with Mike Sliwicki, and comes recommended by former 524 students.  Make sure you see Mike if you can as well; he’s outstanding. 

 Mr. Robert Blease. Director of Global Initiative and Teacher of Spanish
Northside College Prep High School. 5501 N. Kedzie Ave.Chicago, IL 60625
773.534.3954 ext. 306
 
Debbie Boncosky dboncosky@d113.lake.k12.il.us teaches Spanish I Honors and fifth year Spanish at Highland Park High School. See her if you can while you’re in HP.  

Leslie Bower (French) is department chair at Wheaton Warrenville South.  Lbower@cusd200.org. She comes highly recommended by Carla Marrero (spr 07). 
Nancy Braus, Lake Park High School, Roselle Il. nbraus@lphs.org  Very creative Spanish projects, excellent strategic competence & circumlocution activities. (Recommended by Laura Elizabeth McGovern, Fall 2005) 

Ana Castillo-Hudson castilloana21@aol.com
Ana teaches Spanish in Chicago. Contact her for location. 

Kelly Callery  kcallery@d155.org
Kelly is a 524 alum  at Prairie Ridge High School in Crystal Lake, IL. (Spanish). She’ll be working with Jennifer Miller (Spanish) who starts Fall of 06. 

Gemma Cesaria gemmacesario@yahoo.com
Gemma teaches Italian in Chicago. See her for terrific TPR demos.
Piling Chiu pchiu@naperville203.org
Piling is a former 524 student and teaches Chinese at Naperville North and Central High Schools. She is outstanding and, like Sarah Bien at Lyons Township, absolutely gets communicative language teaching. Try to see them both. 
Dave Davis ddavis@ncusd203.org
Dave (Spanish) and Lisa Reyes (Spanish) teach at Naperville Central High School. Dave is highly popular with 524 observers!
Tara Dellutri at West Chicago Community High School. “If you want to see a Spanish 1 class all in Spanish, see Tara. Her direct line is (630) 876-6383. She teaches Spanish 1 and 3. Another recommended teacher in the same building is Sue Junkroski; she teaches Spanish for the native speakers and Spanish 4”. (Recommended by Mercedes Koch, Wtr 07). 

Betsy Dusenke    edusenke@d211.org
Betsy is a 524 alum and a dynamite French teacher, absolutely "gets" CLT. Just fabulous! See her if you can at Fremd High School, 1000 S Quentin Rd Palatine, IL.  Becky’s sample unit is on reserve at the NLU library. Note: Fremd H.S. requires a type of application to observe. Contact main office to have them e-mail you the form. 
Paul Soto  psoto@d211.org
Paul works with TPRS and is a Spanish teacher at Fremd High School.  See him at Fremd High School, 1000 S Quentin Rd Palatine, IL.  Becky’s sample unit is on reserve at the NLU library. Note: Fremd H.S. requires a type of application to observe. Contact main office to have them e-mail you the form.
Natalie Soto nsoto@d211.org
Natalie teaches German.  See her at Fremd High School, 1000 S Quentin Rd Palatine, IL.  Becky’s sample unit is on reserve at the NLU library. Note: Fremd H.S. requires a type of application to observe. Contact main office to have them e-mail you the form.
Jeanie Brew  jbrew@d211.org and Yolanda Rodriguez  yrodriguez@d211.org
Jeanie teaches German and Yolanda teaches Native Speakers.  You can contact the chair Cherea Coaston ccoaston@d211.org to set up observations.
Lou Ann Erikson lerikson@dist113.org
Lou Ann is the Chair at Deerfield High School; contact her if you're interested in seeing teachers who do Total Physical Response Storytelling, and Service Learning. Ask to see Elaine Winer, Ryan Rockaitis and former 524 student Mirielle Klaas for sure; Lou Ann will recommend others as well. 

Leo Fontana leonardogfontana@hotmail.com is a Spanish teacher at Manley Vocational High School, 87th and Vincennes, in Chicago. He is a former 524 student and invites you to observe his class. Look him up. 

Marianela Gonzalez-Cannon Spanish Teacher mcannon@bakerdemschool.org
Marianela Gonzalez-Cannon has a B.A. in Spanish from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and an M.A. in Spanish literature from Purdue University. She completed a Certificate of Advanced Study in Educational Leadership from National-Louis. During her 10 years with Baker, Ms. Cannon has designed and implemented a Spanish curriculum (pre-K-5) to integrate with each classroom teacher's curriculum. She also serves as a middle school advisor.She comes HIGHLY recommended; see her even if you’re a middle or secondary school teacher. 
Erin Gordon erin_gordon508@yahoo.com  Take note, elementary teachers Erin teaches multiple levels of elementary German at the LaSalle Language Academy. She is very skilled at CLT given her background in the NLU M.A.T. program and her previous teaching experience with Language Stars. See her if you can, even if you plan to teach high school rather than elementary. LaSalle Language Academy is in Lincoln Park, at 1734 N. Orleans in Chicago. Their phone number is 773-534-8470. While you’re there to see Erin, check out Bridget Veitsch, French teacher there, who comes highly recommended by Jackie Nees (Winter 07). 
Danielle Green   yeddum@aol.comDanielle may or may not be accepting observers of her Spanish classes. Contact her to find out. 

Elizabeth Greene    lizzie_chabela@yahoo.com
Lizzie teaches Spanish at Westview Hills Middle School in Westmont. 

Jeff Grimes  bolillo37@hotmail.com
Jeff, an alum of SEC524, is starting a new position at Manley Career Academy in Chicago, fall of 2006. See him if you can. Manley Career Academy is located at 2935 West Polk Street, Chicago, IL 60612      773-534-6900

Debbie Guild  guildco@ameritech.net

Debbie was one of the first students in SEC524 and teaches Spanish with Andi Isabelli at Woodstock High School. 815-338-4370, x4382. Well worth a visit. 
Kathy Hajek
kdhajek@calcon.net
Kathy is a veteran Spanish teacher at Mundelein High School in Mundelein. Call and tell her you'd like to see her doing comprehensible input sessions, especially with lower level students. She's gifted! 
Alysa Handelsman  alysahande0128@my.nl.edu or alysahandelsman@gmail.com

Alysa is a Winter 2008 alumn of 524 and a Teach for America candidate at Urban Prep Charter Academy for Young Men in Chicago. Contact her if you’d like to see her applying techniques from 524. 
Barbara Harvey  bharvey@d113.lake.k12.il.us
Highland Park High School (Spanish and French) Department Chair.. See if you can observe her teach when you go to see José Acosta and Weifang Wang.  

Andrea Isabelli  andreaisabelli@hotmail.com
Andi is now a Department Chairperson and teaches French and Spanish at Woodstock High School with Debbie Guild. 815-338-4370, x4394.
Barb Iwanski biwanski@d211.org 

Barb teaches Spanish at Hoffman Estates High School (District 211) 

Erin Johnson  ejfrance@hotmail.com
Erin teaches French at the Chicago Vocational Academy in Chicago.

Nona Jones, Spanish level I & II  njones@ccsd66.org Lakeview Jr. High Middle School in Downers Grove. Has been teaching 25 years, but only about the last 10 in immersion. She is a pro! (Recommended by Kelly Snyder, Fall2005). 


Joanna Kacpryznska  joankacp@yahoo.com teaches French at Roosevelt Middle School 



In River Forest, IL. She’s outstanding; see her even if you don’t plan to teach Middle School, 

               or even if you don’t plan to teach French. She’s a former 524er, and just gets communicative

 

language teaching. Very creative. 
Mary Jo Keogh  (Spanish) is a former 524 student who teaches at Marian Catholic High School in Woodstock. Contact her at mkeogh@marian.com. I’ve heard great things about her from her student teaching supervisor. 

Mrs. Kimmell (Japanese) at Walter Payton College Prep High School. Mrs. Kimmer prefers you call her on her cell phone .773-833-7823. Walter Payton College Prep High School is located at 1034 N. Wells Chicago, IL 60610 School phone is 773-534-0034, extension 40040.  See her classes if you can, no matter what language you are going to teach—she’s phenomenal.
Mirielle Klaas mklaas@dist113.org 

Mirielle is an SEC524 and teaches Spanish at Deerfield High School. She’s really terrific; try to see her and fellow alum, Mercedes Ladrón de Guevara. 

Mercedes Ladrón de Guevara is new at Deerfield High School, fall of 07. Contact dept. chairperson Lou Ann Erikson lerikson@dist113.org 224-632-3183 to ask permission to visit Mercedes. She is an alumnus of SEC524 and was a terrific student. 

Faye Licari, flicari@burlington.k12.il.us, is an alum of 524 and teaches Spanish at Burlington Central High School in Burlington, Illinois. Check her out!

Danita Fitch is Dept. Supervisor at Glenbrook South High School Dfitch@glenbrook.k12.il.us 

Danita is passionate about teaching Heritage Language Speakers, and so see if you can observe her, and ask to see those teachers in her dept. who use the L2 most or all of the time with beginners. 

Zhongqi Lu, former 524 student, will be starting the Chinese program at Waubonsie Valley High School in the Fall of 07. She understands communicative language teaching very well, so try and see her. joan_lu@ipsd.org
Laura McGovern, another former 524er, teaches Spanish at Lake Park High School (at the East Campus). See her and her colleague, Elizabeth Morgan, if you can. Contact Laura at lmcgovern@lphs.org or Elizabeth at emorgan@lphs.org.  

Sheila McGuire smcguire@hfhighschool.org
Sheila teaches Spanish at Homewood-Flossmoor High School. See her if you can; she is a former 524 student. School phone: 708-799-3000; Sheila is at extension 5110.

Abdul Memón teaches Spanish at Al Raby High School in Chicago. See him if you can. Contact: mmaestroramon@yahoo.com. 
Joel Metellus, former 525 student, teaches French at Rich Central High School in Olympia Fields. The school phone number is 708-679-5600. See him if you can.
Imelda Meza   imeza@illinoisalumni.org
Mela, a former 524er, teaches in Chicago. I heard that she is a great CL teacher!
Jennifer Miller. jamiller@d155.org
Jennifer is a 524 alum at Prairie Ridge High School in Crystal Lake, IL. (Spanish). Try to see her and Kelly Callery, also on this list.
Fran Mirro (Department Chair) at Hinsdale South. “I saw her Spanish II Honors class. She used complete immersion and students really benefit from that. If you want to go there, contact department secretary Trish 630-468-4391 to set up a schedule. Another good teacher there is Amy Piccoli. In her class, the participation is amazing.” (recommended by Yi-Hua Marie Chou and Erica Mugnaini, Wtr. 07). 

Erica Mugnaini at Addison Trail High School. She's a 524 alumn and just outstanding. See her teach Spanish if you can. emugnaini@dupage88.net Here's her school's website; they are in Addison, IL. http://www.hsdist88.dupage.k12.il.us/aths/  Her phone is 630-458-4548.

John Myers at Jefferson Junior High School in Naperville comes highly recommended. Contact him at 630-345-4610. John teaches Spanish. 
Jennifer Nikolny (ELL) at Jefferson Junior High School in Naperville Dist 203. jnekolny@naperville203.org.  “Jennifer has taught ELL in Jefferson for 10 years. She uses TPRS teaching Language Arts and established the Sheltered Subject Matter Teaching Program for ELL students in District 203 eight years ago. I observed her Sheltered Social Science class for ELL beginner students and was impressed with her and her students.” Recommended by Zhongqi Lu, (Wtr. 07).   
Robin Oliver RDO1970@aol.com
Robin teaches French and Spanish at Highland Park High School; consider contacting him to discuss teaching cultural topics. He’s very creative. 

Patricia Paganelli  zingara1@rcn.com
Patricia, a former 524 student, teaches Italian in Chicago at Lane Tech High School. See her and Daniel Polley if you can.
Martha Pardo    mpardo.1@juno.com
Martha, a former 524 student, teaches at Clemente High School in Chicago and understands communicative language teaching very well. Try to see her. 
Heather Palmer   hpalmer@nssd112.org   NOTE TEACHERS INTERESTED IN MIDDLE SCHOOL
Heather is an outstanding NLU grad and will be teaching French at Elm Place Middle School in Highland Park starting fall of 06. See Heather’s sample Unit on reserve at the NLU library, and see her teach if you can. She’s one of the most gifted students I’ve ever met, and “gets” CLT and how to implement it. Elm Place is located at 2031 N.Sheridan Road, Highland Park, IL. 847-432-9217. Even if you plan to teach high school rather than elementary or middle school, try to see Heather. 

Jamie Perry. jamielynnperry@gmail.com. Jamie took SEC524 in the Fall of 06 while teaching elementary students at Stone Scholastic Academy at 6239 N Leavitt St. Chicago, IL 60659. Phone: 773-534-2064. She’s excellent; even if you don’t plan to teach elementary level students, or if you don’t teach Spanish, try to see her. She’s a very creative, gifted teacher. 

Daniel Polley dannypolley@gmail.com 

Daniel is a524 alum and teaches French at Lane Tech High School in Chicago, starting Fall of 2006. I’m very pleased to add him to the Must-See list! He may be teaching ESL as well; not sure. Ask him.
Colleen Pragaltz  cpragalz@hotmail.com 
Waukegan High School   (Spanish) Colleen teaches with Laura Bantz. 

Lisa Reyes ereyeslths@aol.com
Lisa (Spanish) teaches at Washington Jr. High in Naperville. She’s pretty amazing. 
Rebeca Rodríguez rebeca101@hotmail.com
Rebeca is a 524 alum and a new teacher of Spanish at Oak Park River Forest High School. She's terrific. 
Ryan Rockaitis rrockaitis@dist113.org
Ryan teaches Spanish at Deerfield, and I have heard rave reviews about his classes. Please try to see him if you can, along with Mirielle Klaas, a former 524 student. Jackie Nees (Wtr 07) posted this about Ryan: “Is a WONDERFUL Spanish teacher at Deerfield High School who uses immersion, positive reinforcement, and community building in his programs. highlights include a "money" system to reward participation, and "baggage or braggage" where students have the opportunity to share personal info with the class. Check him out!” 
Beth Sanchez (Spanish) at Deerfield High School in District 113, Deerfield. bsanchez@dist113.org. She comes highly recommended by a number of people who have observed her.

Rosa Sanchez    relbas@hotmail.com
Rosa teaches Spanish in Chicago.
Angelica Sarmiento (Spanish) is a communicative teacher at Wheaton Warrenville South. ASarmien@cusd200.org. She comes highly recommended by Carla Marrero (spr 07). Phone dept. chair Leslie Bower for an appt: (630) 784-7241, and see her, too, if you can. 

Semadar Siegal  teaches Hebrew at Evanston Township High School. Semadar has some *very* creative ideas for teaching, and especially for calming students down and getting them in the mood for class. She even incorporates yoga!  Contact her at SSiegal@eths.k12.il.us.
Bill Shanahan  wshan3@hotmail.com
Bill teaches Spanish in or near Chicago

Mike Sliwicki  msliwicki@northsideprep.org
Mike, another former 524 student, teaches Spanish in Chicago at Northside College Preparatory High School. (773) 534-3954. I'm pleased to hear from numerous sources that he's one of the best teachers they have ever observed.

Belinda Summers  bsummers@d15.org 1912 North Glen Ellyn Road Glendale Heights, Illinois     630-858-3850

It would be well worth your time to observe Belinda, an SEC524 alum. She grasped CLT right away, and is a fantastic teacher. Belinda’s sample Unit is on reserve at the NLU library. 
Kasey Taylor teaches Spanish at The Latin School in Chicago. See her if you can, and try to see Jackie Nees (French) there as well. Jackie is a former 524 student, very gifted at teaching immersion. Contact Kasey at ktaylor@latinschool.org. 

Jenna Van Dera jennavande0119@my.nl.edu
Jenna is a Wtr 2008 524 alum and Teach for America candidate in Chicago. Contact her to see her teach Spanish; she has wonderful ideas to share. 
Weifang Wang  WWang@dist113.org or wwang @d113.lake.k12.il.us
Weifang (pronounced like Way-Fong, with a lilt on the second syllable) Weifang started the Chinese program at Highland Park High school in the Fall of 06.  See if you can see her, José Acosta, Robin Oliver and Debbie Boncosky the same day if you can. Weifang is a former 524 student and is an outstanding Chinese teacher.  
Bob Wilson  wilson.r@d128.org
Bob teaches at Vernon Hills High School (Spanish). Well worth visiting.

Elaine Winer ewiner@dist113.org
Elaine teaches with Mirielle Klaas (formerly of SEC524) and Ryan Rockaitis under Lou Ann Erickson at Deerfield High School. If you are interested in speaking with an enthusiastic advocate of TPR storytelling, try to observe Elaine. 
Mona Yaghmour       mmoon22@aol.com
Mona is a former dept. chair at Montini Catholic High School who has just accepted a position at Elgin High School. She's a524 alum and a gifted, generous teacher.  Well worth the trip to see her teach Spanish and French. 
Nicole Young nyoung@benet.org
Nicole teaches Spanish along with Leslie Morrow Fischer at Benet Academy in Lisle.  630-969-6550. Leslie says Nicole teaches all in Spanish and uses a lot of TPR/TPRS. 

More Highly Recommended Teachers (by former SEC524 students):

Barb Porras (English as a Second Language) at Booth Tarketon Elementary School in Wheeling comes highly recommended by Shea Barrett, Spring 06 class.

Demetra DelFiacco (Spanish and French) at Lake Park High School in Roselle comes recommended by José García, Spring 06 class.
Jeffrey Ware teaches Spanish at Glenbrook North High School (Glenview) jware@glenbrook.k12.il.us

Stephanie Gamauf, Brooke Eby, Stephanie Mauret at New Trier High School (Skokie)
Dan McKinney (Spanish) at New Trier High School’s Northfield campus (contact Dept. Chair, Bobby Price for initial permission) comes highly recommended by Shea Barrett, Spring, 06.
Julie Johnson (Spanish) at Batavia High School, Batavia, IL (630) 879-4600 Ext. 5871
Stacey Villanueva (Spanish) at St. Charles East High School. Svillanueva@d303.org. 
Amy Alderson (ESL) at Grayslake Central Community High School. Aalderson@d127.org
Catherine O’Rourke (Spanish) and Anne Gruettner (Spanish) at West Leyden High school comes recommended by 524 student Tony Medina. Contact them at corourke@leyden212.org and agruettner@leyden212.org. 

“Rosemary Morrissey teaches a range of levels of Spanish at Loyola Academy in Wilmette. Her e-mail address is rmorrissey@loy.org. She's actually my cooperating teacher for student teaching in the fall.” (Recommended by Shea Barrett, Spring 06). 

Jackie Nees (Winter 07) recommends a visit to the Andrew Jackson Language Academy on the near west side to see French, Russian, and Japanese classes, and the LaSalle Language Academy in Lincoln Park where you’ll see French, Spanish, German, Italian and Mandarin. (See Erin Gordon at LaSalle; contact information on alphabetical list.). She also notes that Sacred Heart School in Rogers Park has K-8 French. 
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